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Why wild animal welfare matters

“Our Vision is a world where individual 

wild animals are treated with respect and 

compassion, as we strive to secure 

mutually beneficial co-existence 

enabling wild animals to live their lives 

free from harmful human exploitation as 

part of functional, viable ecosystems”

“We promote Compassionate 

Conservation to enhance the survival of 

threatened species in the wild and 

protect natural habitats while respecting 

the needs and safeguarding the welfare 

of individual animals”



So what are we talking about?



Direct human impacts



Indirect human impacts



Why consider animal welfare?

From Baker et al 2013



Evaluating wild animal welfare 

• Five freedoms 
(FAWC, 1979)*
– Freedom from hunger & 

thirst

– Freedom from 
discomfort

– Freedom from pain, 
injury, disease

– Freedom from fear & 
distress

– Freedom to express 
normal behaviour

•Welfare 
domains (Mellor 
& Reid 1994)
• Nutrition

• Environment

• Health

• Behaviour

• Mental state



International provisions

1979

183 ‘parties’ 

Legally binding

“To ensure that international trade in specimens of 

wild animals and plants does not threaten their 

survival”



International provisions

• prepared and shipped as to 

minimize the risk of injury, 

damage to health or cruel 

treatment 

• ‘Suitably equipped’ 

destinations for live 

animals

• Live confiscation 

guidelines

• Captive breeding 

operations

• Domestic activities

• Responsibility

• Interpretation

• Guidance

• Implementation

?



International provisions



International provisions



Regulatory framework 

• Ecuador
– constitution

• Lisbon treaty
– Sentience

• Animal welfare 
legislation

• Wild mammals 
(Protection) Act 1996

• Zoo regulations

• Pet trade legislation



Regulatory framework

• Pets

• Livestock

• Laboratory animals

• Wildlife?

Animal 

welfare Act 

2006

Animals (Scientific 

Procedures) Act 

1986

???



Covid-19



Changing attitudes




